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Nantes, Loire-Inferieur, 
January 3, 1919. 


a 

te of thse fact ivi my mail is coming to me via Brest I received 
etters from the States of the date of December 6th, 
se that has'¢@on: to this outfit so far. I figure that 


is a good way to keep sending them,/@s the chaplain ap at Brest is very sure 
to send them on in good bind: i tru that route more than the regular post 
office now. And also it would not Have been worth while to try to correct my 
address again. “e are. goins over so@n now. | do not know just when, but it 


ousht not to be’ very many days off How. Every day is one less, at least, one 


~ "22 i ¢ * o Pa see i "hig Jesh dh aR we ia tans of ae | R47» £m : 
less of life some of us feel, for whon the waiting has not been ove rly pleasing. 
etters of late date that came were from Bunny and Anne MacGregor. They 


I | th he a nice one from you, but that had started 
on November lst which was some different. In it you said you had been pleased 
to get a letter addressed to your own sweet self, so hence this other one to 
the n You are to share it, :owever, with the other members of the tri- 
umvirate that rules my destiny vé £ 
I am scheduled to depart with the troops, so the burden that ‘yas laid 
ing ind’ by the call. of the base caplain is removed. General Headauarters 
removed it. I have my friend Brent to thank. I guess they are a11 partons for 
me, they are a pretty good bunch, but 1 think the world will swing along just 
1 hen the chaplains office is “ibulaina and all the red tape that the 
laincy is asquiring’is cut up into small bits. The whole question in one ra 
many complicctions. Chaplain VYoody went home ostensibly to push along a 
in Congress wiuich would put the chaplains on the same footing that the 
21 men in the army have, thet is, which would give them rank up to colonels, 
1 them out’ as the medica] men are, lieutenants for battalions, 

nujors in regiments, etc. This would mean) definitely articulated 

s corps. And it would, meen Ghe lain general or the equivalent, and 

su. ly, judging from past events, that individual would turn out to be either 

Roman Vetholic or an Exiscopalian. I, do not day this in eny mean sectarian 
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spirit, beeause 1 would ai object to having guch a person at the head of it in 
some ways. At first it would be fine, whoever was in would: be leaning over backe 
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ards $0 as not to seem to favor. kis own kind, but after the whole thing calmed 
down, and a routine was established, 1 think we would see all kinds of funny 
ng one $6 1 do not think fT should vote, or favor a chaplains’ corps 
1¢ model of the medical corps. 

But when If de ge this I am apt to;find myself fighting rank among the 

chaplains, which leads some of my friends to accuse me of disesteeming my office. 

Tey Says here there are a lot of veternarians, and dentists ans what-nots 
running around who, are not half whet you are in breins or velue and they oute 
rank yOUs t glia this and regret it, but I remember at the same time that it 
is not the business 0° the minister to have rank. It is the same old story. How 

t 


much: of avs world's prerogatives of power and position does &2 minister of God 
have to have to be efficient. There are a lot of vetermarians and dentists 


running around me at home, who have uot half the brains that ! have, but who are 
soine to make ten times the money that I make. I am of more value to the cummun- 
ity than’ they ever will be, but the commmuity does not see it and never will 
till they are dead. Of course, just because this is so, it would be a rather 
eyund thing to have the zoverument come out and instate the clergy of the land 


in 2 place of honor in the army of the land, and provide them with rank, which 
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ig: the coin of social standing in. the aYmny’, and money which is ‘the seme old goin'h. 
that is potent in civil life. I s “At vould be fine if the sovernnent were to. 
Step ahead of the civil world and pat the minister on the map, by showing that 


“it esteems him equal to other men in is calling. For that reason I would be 


tempted to back any scheme for pusHine the cha;lain ehead, just to get the . ai 
U.S?Govermnent on record as provid 3 place for the minister of God inits — oe 
official circles. . ay 
But is spite of all this there. is the t, indias Oak temptation to the recipient ¥\ 

of such consideration, to begin to ‘use that power for other ends than the | aM 
purely spiritual. laturally the Rowe end Anglican churches) are perfectly willing ~ a 
to see.a scheme like this put through, and 2 man like Moo@y, with the best im- a 
tentions in the world is since rely be ind them in it. Iam too, to a degrees. . 9 9 


I think it is disgraceful, that a mam, like Geo. B.McClehhan cen be a LteCole im 7 
the U.S.Army while Bishop Brent camsonly be a first Lieutenant. That is wheat is — Rios 


the fact. No wonder Bishop Brent was villing to abolish the marks of rank On: to aaa 
Our. uniforms and heve us wear the Grosses on the shoulder straps. I do not % : ee 
blame him for not caring to hob-nob with General Pershing and all the Rost ED ae 
a Cab aiOhcmemnplar sta bars on his shoulder, aman like he is who has had 2 large 9” 
experience and who has been smong the } ligh-brows some. But, on the other hand, «I 


blue stocking bre Yak on epee as I am, I do not want Bishop Brent as Brigadier 
General to tell me, an independent Caly ringst just how I am to, conduct iepelt 
as a chaplain, ind there you have, the difficulty. Probably with Bishop Brent — 
I, or any other Protestant would have no trouble, | because Bishop Brent is a 4 
“genuinely Christian man of the first’ ater, but who would be his’ shecesaury(/ 4 
| some Oily Re. You bet your bottom ‘dollar... One was slipped ove the Romans: bp 
eNO ae _  Breht slipped past them. Pershing, horn and briucht up a Presbyterian, was. con. 
"4 formed by Bishop McCormick, whose son) is a good pal of mine from. Louisville 
- days, and Bishop McCormick was head, of the Red Cross: chaplains. until Bishop 
Perry came over and took his place. The Anglicans’ breneny UD. ‘General Pershing _ 
in the.way he should go, and'he put i Brent on the job. He did’ well so t0,;dol Ro 
think, although I have heard, some dissatisfaction expressed by an old army. chem . 
lain ht the way the high-churchly hed skids put under them when they wanted any- 
t ing, while the lowOclureh hoofed it, but I have certainly no “personal com Re 
/plaint on. the score of favors to me. But I; was in strong with both young iebor= 
mick and Allen Evans, two of the prime, favorites of, the Bene Wi: and, phi think qT. 
have lived in their aureole somewhat. — 
Now, 'I have to record here,’ that the high-churehly ways have something on 
me over here. You read in the papers how some “oman’ chaplain went up to. the very . 
front lines, and took his chure.. with him. That is very true, the priest has Ae. 
a little mass kit (one of the last things I did as Senior Chaplein wes to order 
one for one of my Romanis sts} and he } 1a | all the linen and what-nots tucked away 
therein. It is about the size of a smal suit’ ‘case, and he trots this along with’ ‘i 
hin to some convenient spot, end: opens. it up. Now 2 vant to’ submit this, that — f 
out in the open in the midst of shell £158)’ Om the like the service he has makes Pe 
a biz impression, The nerves of everybody are on edge, they are fearful and ie Se 
ill at ease, and they want something tang sible and. quick. This service looks | ers 
religious, it appeals to the senses, and it gets. home. It is the sort of thing ett 
that is so striking that the papers "ola letter writers get ahold of it. Now iN 
the Protestant will be up there too, put pth he. has @ communion, it will be with OY: 
so few implements that tie whole thing, looks: strange to those of his own denom ? 
Le Cat ST ination. There is lacking the peacetal congregation, ‘the. white. table spread, — 
) whereas the mass is always said’ 2s it) were apart from the people, end there is 
et ae end. of confusion, going end’ coming! during: | it. In other words the’ ‘Roman * 
PN eel come nearer to recreating the familiar with, his. ritual than the Metin dae 
Mh aye ine ee, the hividente that la haga thes bige of hume 
Me +e 4 et / ; 
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when T'bredkfast with” Ann Hae ta 
,the time. Then I return ¥ without heviug)seen the morning paper to study a 
“until one o'clock. At that hour 1! eat. light luneh, and go off ‘out-of 0d 
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Athat OuUa sive me nine hours or so of study per dey, which is about what I 


Wp Paki pepenss many of them are just 


Re realize this ead ma are ean 
, lot of, them. I read a book the other — 


+ tna by one TeTaC Garey a Sot Hehe cheplain, of Pusey House Oxford. ah Gs: 
book was sent to my predecessor Chaplain Armstrong by Bishop Perry, and I opened — ei ( 


pt. 


» it by mistake, seeing what it was Dread it before I sent it on with a letter % 
to Armstrong. This man Carey wants sto mix “oman secramentarianism with Protes- eh 
tant evangelicalism. They do not mix very well, that is they have not in past i ‘ 
history, because one is = denial oOffths other, but Brother Carey docs not see pe 
thet, and wants them:too, so they do (in his book). But he has a good idea, singh Aah 


in my letter to Ammstrong in cond fu forgard the book, I said, that while’ Se of ae, 


course had to bristle at being unchurched as the, scamp did for me because” Tidiet bei toh 
not ordained by a bishop (cf. my matchless’ article for Chesty. Loetscher) still. eee 
I was in agreement with the suthor| _ we Protestants had underestimated the Bee 
religious valuo of ‘the Lord's Supper. nis I think is the case. The reason is agi Y: 
not far to seek, it comes to be sd) Boot suse of the Roman church from which our” ey ah 
religious forefathers seceeded. They, od, worked the Lord's Supper into a Rind B, Pa 
oF sven ohio magic: y tehagtans war th om ma: it pean time they worshiped, ang Le ‘Rug a 


Fuenk exs,.in, the faith; in my opinion oe ont @ bit 100 far, when they practically 
abolished.it from the church. Ve have ito bi Ts ve but not 50 (ton as it 
mbéhttbe helpful. 5 ae . . 
IT will be’ glad when I can get the chi ance to chew over all, this AY ietewre, 

in my) study.) That is; what I am Lovicin | for now, a study, with & wall full, Of), 
books. I want to arrange a schedules) ise at five sem. get into a worm budy 
by, five thirty, spend one hour in ‘nor: ! 
work on my: sermons, book , lect reg,’ 
rae: 


uy if 


ga pe ertielet ete « 
i acm r happens to be (2ues 


to call, or) exercise, attend’ funerals, yreddings, see my business ‘parishners | n Te 
their offices etc etc. At six orso the dinner is brought out and for .n hour) © ; 
or more preferable more @he family sits at the table and sdiscourses on all the ~ 
interesting things that can\be brows t out. The evenings will not be so. closely. os 


annotated, but I would like to get ix sabout two, hours in the study. Let's see 


need to ever amount to mich. “hat sets. “19 to" ‘thinking os the wey most of the » 


high-brows work. President Wilson ‘1 read ‘pets: ‘up every morning at’ five, Roepe # 
the five O'cloék idea for me) Anne ' ~eGre gor. will remember, how Jowett ‘said he: if ay! 
sot up at six o'clock, The early moz aing, especially. in’ the winter is the.) |... a 
ideal time to work. It is quiet.and you. are frech.. The. only draw-back is that ysl ae 


One is usually hungry, and there is a scarsity of warmth : in the room where, ‘the; Bea 
work is to,be done. These two things [ wonld arrange to avoid. The thermos fe eves tie 
bottle Gould always provide a cup of not coffee Jat that uneerth Ly how, stadt nen Be nas 
some scheme co uld be figured toma c either Phe furnace. or a eae) produce RS 
the tequisite amount of heet. i ates 

L°am glad I got kicked: out Of thé study for’ a’ spell this ‘summer and fall. Desi a 
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The education was as valuable as any Qi pours. qT ne ve bdetl had.. It eset a 
‘many of the negded things. But’ Tam » 
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think my best work will be done there ¢ 
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Bouguenais, Loire Inferieur, 
fSrd Coast Artillery Corps, 
January 9th, 1919. 


Dearest Folks at Home, 

We are still here waiting for the boat to take us home. It is only a 
question of when now. There seems to be some kind of hold-up in this 
embarkation business all along the line. I expect you folks back home are 
going to get up in arms over it. I expect it is taking a great deal of time 
and effort to make the necessary readjustments. Then you know we lost a lot 
of ships to the commercial lines, #uich of course wanted to start up again 
with their regular trips. The Australians and Canadians wanted to set home 
as badly as we do, and Great Britain has taken over her suips for them, and 
for her own purposes. The French, too, I guess have lost a little of their 
zeal in the matter of shipping. I remember that while in Brest the crew of 
one of the big siips, the La France, I think it was struck because they were 
to be sent across with a load of Americans. That is a pretty way for them to 
act. Tiey were glad enough to bring us tiis way. But we are easy meat for 
them, and they are making piles of money off of us every day, so I suppose 
they have their own reasons for keeping us as long as they can. But I think 
our own people are doing everything they can to get things under way. I am 
not, however, letting the Frogs set any more of my money than I can help. 
Once in a while when I go into Nantes, and get into the best book store there 
I fall from grace and buy a volume. 

This time is far from being wasted. I am getting my work more ordered 
every day. The regiment is just the right size. Lverybody is easy to get 
along with, and except for missing you all, and knowing that you are extra 
enxious to habe me back, I have no cause to complain. I have this consolation 
however, that there is not ing I can do to get home. One may not resign over 
on this side and to desert is not nice. That method is employed nevertheless. 
We just had word to-day by wireless I believe of the arrival of two men of 
this regiment in the United States. They left us one day in December and 
evidently shipped aboard some tramp steamer and worked their way home. This 
is quite a port for small freighters and t..ey would have had no particular 
trouble in getting on some Swedish or other steamer. They probably had wives 
and mothers at home, anxious to see tiem, and not being officers and more 
free, they just haturally beat it the first chance they had. 

Now we are taking steps to start up some classes. I am about to enter 
upon my presideucy in my first university. I expect DV to be president of 
Princeton someday, and am to begin by being president of the university of 
the 53rd C.A.C. Ye hope to serve up all sorts of intellectuality. If you 
could see the student body you would not wonder that Stewie pondered when he 
put down two courses, one in economic and the other in political science. 

He was not goop enough to call them by those names exactly, ptherwise the 
crowd might have all signed for them, under the impression that they were 
easy ways to make money, or some form of a gambling game. The other after- 
noon I met a man of the medical detachment on the road and fell into conver- 
sation wit. him. I asked him he had been a pharmacist in civil life that he 
came to get into the medical department in the army. He said not but that he 
had farmed (pharmed) and that his wife owned a place where they expected to 
go to live after he returned. So you see how it is. 

In many ways tie weather here is delightful. The buds are bursting, 

I saw some rose blooms nodding over the wall of a place down the road. The 

birds are about, and the air is deliciously warm on some mornings. There is 
no end of rain, and I suspect the climate is not at all unlike that in 

Charleston, of wiich Fieldmouseface used to speak, in the halcyan days of 


(2) 

her youth when she was a free woman and the slave of no mere man. Ahem, But 
in spite of this gentle climate one is cold and damp all the time. There 
are not the facilities for heating, and the fvel is limited. We in the army 
get along better than the civil population. I don't think they ever have much 
more fuel than at present. It is like the south at ome, where I am told you 
are cold a lot of the time during the rainy season. But I rather enjoy it. 
I have , purchased a curious little affair for warming my feet etc. It is 
a little wooden box with slats for the top. The front is open. Inside is a 
little earthen bowl, made of red cley baked. This you fill with wood coals 
and hot ashe@, and nm your feet on it. It does the business in fine shape, 
After warming my feet last night, I put the thing on my chair and sat on it. 

I devoted most of last evening to reading a thesis that some theolog- 
ical student put into the ahs a Faculty of the Free Seminary of the 
Vaud for his B.D. It describes the interior history of the Protestant Church 
in France during the latter half of the 18th century. I am only reading it 
to get an idea of the different books he used, and how he went about it to 
prepare a thesis for a faculty over here. I bought several of tis sort of 
things in Paris. They are rather thin one franc or more each, just about the 
sort of thing I wrote for Chesty Loetscher. Besides these sort of books I 
have read two most interesting books on the French Revolution. There'is a 
popular historian over here named Lenotre. He writes up in a very glowing 
way, little items of Revolutionary history. Both these books were doubly 
vivid for me, and that was how I came to read them. "The Drama of Varennes" 
is a description of the flight of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette in June 1791 
from Paris. Well, I have been through Varennes many times, when it was all 
shot to pieces, and every page of this book was familiar almost. I had been 
around Paris too. The other book is entitled "The Drowners of Nantes" and descé 
ribes the activities of a ferocious, group of ultra revolutionists that were 
here in Nantes in 1793-1794. Their leader Carrier concocted the scheme of 
drowning all the royalists clericals etc. They did it up in feindish style. 
Lenotre fills his books with illustrations, photographs, and maps. Being here 
on the ground I just followed the story around town, identifying spot after 
spot. Now a ride through the streets in the motor is quite a little event for 
mee The other evening I found a volume dealing with the life of Camille 
Desmoulins, by another author. It is gotten up in the same way, and I have 
dipped into it. 

Almost every evening I play five hundred. It is a bootless game, but 
I am required for a quartette and so I cheerfully play in, and enjoy it a lot. 
This is a funny monotonous and novel life. There is no work, and I expect I 
shall look back on tuese days, when eafely in the bosom of my family, and a 
great old vacation, when there was notning to worry about, no work to do, 
and a sure income. I can see why the army picks up a certain type of man. 

Now it is about time to slip off to was.. for dinner. The food is fine, 
cheap end tasteful. Brussels sprouts every day almost. I believe they are a 
luxury at home. Vegetables here are all common and inexpensive. I think that 
is what mekes the French so healthy in spite of the horrible sanitation they 
put up with. I am fair of flesh and pink of skin. I am pretty mach in a hurry 
to sail, but if I escape the rigors of winter, and miss a winter's storm at 
sea, I maybe ought not to repine. 

Loads of love, I love you, 
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and a paltry dozen owould outmunbe : dein Loud One morning Fgisty bafore, ie. ms fs 
di ped into the St.Miliel drive I/Rad “orace Infusine (of Delhi). and my sergeant 
for an audience. But.I had a pecul crowd in) tha t way ¢ ins regiment you ae # 
got your drowd,, whereas at a divisipn headquarters you are with\s lot of men, | 


who are all on special duties tha prevent them from gathering all. at. once, at ge 
and which also brakks up their esprit de corps a deal. cst 1 have. had some + 
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even the ‘Park OC Bee with een like 4 Tee of poeny converted treil-ni tters 
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soon after she writes them. One. only took tourteen days, which is the fastest 
Il ever heard of, I guess the ‘postal folks, Iczow ‘that,’ Bunny wrote et? ‘and | just,:: * 
did not dare even hesitate & minuts out getting it to. Stewia. You are. ‘also. | 
‘isses. You are. pretty good yourself, Me's pei 
am michty anxious to get to see you, and talk a week or two. If Grandpa is. there By aa 
give him my love and respects for the season and for good anton in a general. © fay 
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